
North Liberty, Iowa  

NEWS FROM PASTOR ALECIAõS STUDYé 

   

ITõS ALL ABOUT ME 

 

   We are taking a new look at the Me God wants me to be.  Join us in worship 

throughout the month of July.  Itõs an exciting month: 

  

 July 4   One  Service at 10:00 am  

 July 11   Youth Mission Trip Sharing  

 July 18   Me:  Alive in the Spirit  

 July 25   Transformed:  Extreme Sports  

 

MISSING GOD? 

 

   In our desire to squeeze every drop of life out of the beautiful summer time, 

it is easy to Miss God.  Summer is a great time to rejuvenate through worship, 

vacations, activities and the different pace.  The author of Hebrews speaks to 

this very notion, when the writer states, Do not neglect to meet together, as is 

the habit of some, but encourage one another.ó   It is good to gather for wor-

ship.  We know God doesnõt simply live in the church, and yet He still calls us 

to worship.  

 

   For thanksgiving and gratefulness for all which God has done in our lives 

through the work of Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, come start 

your week off right in worship.  

 

RENEWAL AND PASTORAL CARE  

 

   I, along with my family, will be in Japan from June 30 -July 13.  If you need 

pastoral assistance, please contact the church office to help point you in the 

right direction. Please donõt call the home phone, as our house sitters will be 

surprised to hear from you!  Josh Rath, our Director of Student Ministries, along 

with Stephen Ministers will be glad to assist you in your needs.  

 

   Please pray for our family as we enjoy a new culture.  

 

LIVING THE QUESTIONS  

 

   A new small group is forming August 8 from 6 -8 pm.  This group will explore 

faith questions in a seven week small group format.  òLtQ2  is an open -minded 

alternative to studies that attempt to give participants all the answers and in-

stead strives to create an environment where participants can interact with one 

another in exploring what's next for Christianity.ó  Anticipate lively discussion 

in a relaxed atmosphere.  Cost is $10/person.  Pastor Alecia will be leading the 

time.  

    

   Peace,   

   Alecia   

  

 

SUNDAY AM  

 SERVICES 
 

 

8:00   Traditional  

9:45   Contemporary  

11:15 Contemplative  

 

2010  

   Forms are available on 

the table in the Narthex.  

Register now and avoid 

the rush.  

JULY 4 SERVICE 

 

   Mark your  

  calendar  

One  

 service at  

10:00 am  
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EPIC (Engaging People In Christ)  

 

   Well, if you havenõt heard by now, the youth group has returned from Coshocton, OH.  What an 

amazing trip we had serving those in the community who were in need.  Group Workcamps did a won-

derful job with organizing a great camp while making sure the community of Coshocton was served in 

the best fashion possible by touching many lives in that community.  What a tremendous impact we, as 

a group had on the community.  It was neat to see open arms and open doors within the community as 

you walked into businesses and they asked you if you were a part of the Workcamp, when you an-

swered yes, many thanks were given for making a difference in their neighborhoods.  

 

   The need within the community is very high as we were told by the mayor because over half of the 

county is on some sort of government aid whether that is social security or unemployment.  The finan-

cial recession has hurt this little community of 14,000 as they struggle to find a job anywhere, let 

alone what they want to be doing.  Needless to say, each resident that the groups worked at shared 

many thanks as home repair that was desperately needed was completed. In my own group, I could see 

the relief just lift off of our resident as she now knew that her house was protected because of the 

work we had done.  

 

   I will now give many thanks to the youth group for making this trip a complete success!  Parents and 

supporters, you have much to be proud of as EPIC represented their families, our church, and our com-

munity very well, I am truly blessed to have taken such a great group of people.  The adult leaders that 

went (Paul Meade, Ken Wall, Lucy Hershberger, and Renee Person) are spectacular and I thank them all 

from the bottom of my heart, I could not do it without each of you!  To all the youth, my hat goes off 

to all of you for stepping up and making this trip a complete success.  Bravo to each of you!!!  

 

   To all of those who supported us to go on this trip whether it is financial or in another fashion, thank 

you to all. Without your prayers and support, we would not have had such a great trip and made such 

an impact on the community of Coshocton.  THANK YOU!  

 

   With a stronger bond between all involved in the youth group, we now move onto the rest of the 

summer as activities continue and we try to reach out to those around us in an EPIC way, to engage 

people in Christ.  I look forward to a great rest of the summer and beyond.  

   

   We will need more volunteers this fall when EPIC starts in September, if you have a passion for youth 

please be in prayer about helping out.  If you are interested please see me for more information.  I 

challenge you who are semi -interested to try it out for one month and see where it leads.  

 

Blessings,  

Josh Rath 

Director of Youth Ministry  

319 -626 -2762  

youthdir@southslope.net  

July 25 ñ28  

Sign up to help today  

 

Register you children  

 

Bring a friend!!!  
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   Volunteers Needed  

 

         Itõs time to start thinking 

   about volunteering for VBS 

   again.  We need help with  

   crew leaders, helpers in the 

   kitchen, just to name a few 

   positions.   Contact Dani Gryp 

   at 665 -2596 or the church  

   office.  

WILDERNESS WALKERS  

   The òWalkersó were formed as a group to en-

hance fitness and enjoy companionship/

fellowship.  We recently experienced a wonderful 

day-long retreat to the Abbeys and Monastery in 

the Dubuque area.  The day left us all with a sense 

of renewal and plans to host another retreat 

somewhere in Iowa this fall.  

   We extend an invitation to all to join us for the 

revamped schedule of meeting once a month, 

Sunday evening at 6:00 pm.  Our next walk will be 

July 11, meeting at the North Liberty Rec Center to 

carpool to Kent Part for our walk around the beau-

tiful lake trail.  All you need is enjoyment of na-

ture, good walking shoes and a container of wa-

ter.  See you there.  

   For more information, contact Jan 

Calvert at 626 -3177 or Peggy 

Jedlicka at 626 -2848.  

EPIC Summer Schedule  

 

Coffee at Corridor Coffee: 10am -12pm Wednesdays July 7, 14, 21, 28  

 

Financial Peace University for High School/College: 6pm -7:30pm  

Sundays July 11, 18, 25  

 

Fun afternoons: 1pm -4pm Thursdays July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29  

 

Bible Study: Sundays 7 -8pm July 11, 18, 25  

 

Menõs Trout Fishing Trip: Thursday July 8 -Saturday July 10  

 

COME TO THE NEXT  

SPIRIT SERVICE  

    

    The next Spirit Service is Wednesday, July 14 at 

7:00 pm.  The Bible talks a lot about the Holy 

Spirit, but we donõt learn much about him.  As a 

result, he seems to be a mysterious, impersonal 

figure who doesn't have much to do with us ñ- but 

that isnõt what the Bible teaches.  Jesus said we 

would be glad that he left this earth, because then 

the Spirit could come.  If that is true, why do we 

ignore this third person of 

the Trinity who encour-

ages us, helps us, and 

lives in and among us?  At 

the Spirit Service, we will 

continue to explore the 

role and the work of the 

Holy Spirit and how the 

Spirit is our helper.  There 

will be discussion and 

time of quiet for personal prayer.  At the conclu-

sion of the service there will be opportunity to re-

ceive individual prayer.  Come join us as we learn 

Worship Team  

 

   The Worship team will meet on Tuesday, July 6 

at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary.  

    

   The annual Worship Team Retreat is scheduled 

for Saturday, August 14 from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 

at the North Liberty Sleep Inn.   

Mark your calendar.  
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2010 VBS ñHigh Seas Expedition  

 

   At High Seas Expedition, kids explore the 

mighty love of God on a journey that will change 

them forever!  High Seas Expedition is filled with 

incredible Bible -learning kids can see, hear, touch 

and even taste!  Bible Point crafts, team building 

games, cool Bible songs and tasty treats are just a 

few of the High Seas Expedition activities that help 

faith flow into real life.  Plus, weõll help kids dis-

cover how to see evidence of God in everyday 

life ñsomething we call God Sightings.   

   Mark your calendar, VBS 2010 will be from July 

25ñ28.   

   Watch for more information.  

Make a splash this summer!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

   VBS will be offering a family meal again this 

year and is needing help in the kitchen.  The 

meals are kid -friendly and home cooked.  If 

you would be interested in helping, please 

contact Dani Gryp at 665 -2596 or the church 

office at 626 -2762.  

Meeting Thursday,  

September 17  

Church Library  

7:00 pm  

      

   The UMW June 17 meting was held at 7:00 pm in 

the church library with four members in atten-

dance.  Our shepherdess, Chris Werling and Lynn 

Calvert were guests.  

 

   The business meeting was opened by President, 

Rita Jensen, followed by group recitation of the 

UMW Purpose.  Secretary, Ila Johnson, read the 

minutes of the May meeting, which were approved 

as read.  In the absence of Treasurer, Sigrid Oertel, 

Rita reported that there was no activity for the 

month, so the balance remains the same as re-

ported in May.  For the Response Moment, Ila re-

ported on a Cedar Rapids native whose family sold 

their large dream home in Atlanta, bought one half 

the size and used $800,000 to fund a new school 

in Ghana.  They are now promoting their book, 

òThe Power of Halfó. 

 

   In old business, it was reported that books read 

for the Reading Program are due on June 20.  Lynn 

Calvert, who is chairman of the program, took the 

reports from those present.  A reminder was also 

given to save September 18 for the Annual District 

meeting to be held in Mt. Vernon.   

 

   Our shepherdess went through a check list to see 

which UMW projects our group is involved in.  Lynn 

then invited our group to a July 13 potluck to be 

held at 6:00 pm in the North Pavilion of Coralville 

City Park.  The hostesses of this event are the New 

Horizon, St. Markõs, Iowa City First and Coralville 

Methodist churches.  A style show will be the fea-

tured event.  

 

   Following the business meeting, Peg Colony pre-

sented the Mission study program with many inter-

esting facts about life in the African country of Su-

dan.  

 

   The next meeting will be on September 17 in the 

church library.  Ila Johnson will present the pro-

gram, òFor the Love of Godó and Peg Colony will 

present the Response Moment.  

HELP NEEDED 

To prepare the  

family for VBS  

July 25ñ28  
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Creation Kids July News  

 

   Summer has been going great!  We have all been very busy playing outside and 

enjoying the wonderful weather!  

 

   Camp Creation Nation has been busy with field trips and days filled with fun ac-

tivities.  They have been to Dairy Queen, Riverside Theatre, the Natural History Mu-

seum and lots of trips to the pool.   

¶ During there òSweet Toothó week they made some delicious treats!  They enjoyed making cake balls, 

ice cream, and much more!  By the end of the week they were all a little tired of sweets, surprising I 

know!   

¶ During our Theatre week the children had fun showing off their talents and acting 

skills.  We were fortunate to have a Theatre student from the University of Iowa come 

and teach the children some acting skills and play some games.  They all enjoyed it!   

¶ They have also been learning some bible stories this month.  They read about when 

God created the Earth and the Garden of Eden.  They also learned about The Great 

Famine, Genesis 42:1 -28 and the story of Noahõs Ark.   

 

   Our Preschoolers have been busy learning about outer space, super heroes, summer, 

Fatherõs Day and much more.   

 

   We invited all our dads in for òDonuts with Dadó.  We had a great turn out and the 

children enjoyed having their dads here!   

 

   We had a great turn out at the Blue Grass Festival, where we served food.  We made about $480 to go 

towards our new preschool classroom.   

 

   We all had a great time on our float in the North Liberty Fun Days parade.  It was a great time and the 

children really enjoyed being in the pools and getting people wet!  During òFun Daysó we also had a ga-

rage sale with many items donated from parents, staff and friends of parents.  We ended up raising about 

$500, all proceeds will go towards our new preschool room.  Thank you to everyone who helped and par-

ticipated in our fundraisers.  We appreciate your support!  

 

   As we move into July, our summer will continue to be busy!  Camp Creation Nation will be enjoying the 

themes òAll About Our Communityó, òOutdoor Adventuresó, òBlast from the Pastó, and òGo Greenó.   

¶ During our community week the children will get to experience ways to give back to the community 

and the people who do so much for our community.  They will get to go to the Iowa City Animal Shel-

ter, visit a Senior Living home, and also learn about the North Liberty Food Pantry.   

¶ The following week they will get to go camping and the whole center will get to go on our annual trip 

to Adventureland.   

¶ During òBlast from the Pastó week we will enjoy learning about the past decades and do some fun ac-

tivities with them.   

¶ The following week will be a lesson about òGoing Greenó.      

 

   Camp Creation Nation will be having a Lock In on Friday July 16.  The children 

really enjoy this and look forward to it every summer.  

 

   The Preschoolers will be busy learning about the 4th of July, sci-

ence, dinosaurs, cooking & baking and much more.  They will also 

continue their bike and swim days throughout the week.   

 

Happy Fourth of July!!!!  



Pennies from Heaven  

 

   When was the last time you found a penny on the ground?  Did it bring you good luck?  Did you even 

stop to pick it up? (Pennies donõt go as far as they used to).   There are òwheat Penniesó,ó Lead Penniesó 

and the regular pennies that most of us are familiar with.  Have you ever really looked at a penny?  

Read what it says?  

    

   A friend once sent me an e -mail about a very wealthy person who would always stop and pick up pen-

nies whenever he came across one.  This amazed his friends.  Why would he even take the time to stop 

and pick it up?  What need did this man have for a single penny?  

One evening while visiting with friends they asked him about this habit of picking up pennies.  Did the 

coins have some kind of intrinsic value?  

    

   A smile crept across the manõs face as he reached into his pocket for a penny and held it out for 

them to see.   òLook at it,ó he said.  òRead what it says.ó  They read òUnited States of America.ó         

òNo, not that.  Read Further.ó    òOne cent?ó   òNo, keep reading.ó 

 

   òIn God we Trust?ó  òYes!  And if I trust in God, the name of God is holy, even on a coin.  Whenever I 

find a coin, I see that inscription.  It is written on every single United States coin, but we never seem to 

notice it!   God drops a message right in front of me telling me to trust Him.  Who am I to pass it by?  

When I see a coin, I pray.  I stop to see if my trust IS in God at that moment.  I pick the coin up as a re-

sponse to God; that I do trust in Him.  I think it is Godõs way of starting a conversation with me.  Lucky 

for me, God is patient and pennies are plentiful!ó 

 

Thought for the Day:  

If God had a refrigerator, your picture would be on it.  If he had a wallet, your 

photo would be in ité.He sends you flowers every spring.   He sends you a 

sunrise every morning.  FACE IT, my friend ñHe is crazy about you!  

Jon M Grindle 

Finance Chair  
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COOKBOOK UPDATE  

 

   The Cookbook Team of Sharon Doak, Peggy Tillman, Cynthia Bunten and Peggy Jedlicka needs your 

help.  First, if you are one of the forty who have already contributed recipes, a HUGE THANK YOU!  But, 

we need a total of 110 contributors and between 300 and 400 family favorite, tried and true recipes to 

produce a great next North Liberty First Cookbook at an affordable cost.   

 

   We still need recipes in the appetizer, cookie & candy and soup & salad areas.   

 

   So, the team members will be handing out recipe forms at church services the next few weeks.  If you 

havenõt contributed, please represent your family by giving at least two recipes for this project.  Please 

put completed forms in the soup kettle outside the church office.  You may also email them to Cyn-

thia.bunten@gmail.com .  The deadline is July 15 to be able to have 

these available for this year gift giving season.  

 

   Our team is working with the finance team to determine which pro-

ject the proceeds will be used for.   


