
North Liberty, Iowa  

NEWS FROM PASTOR ALECIAõS STUDYé 

    

THE WORSHIP EXPERIENCE 

   In February we will continue with our Matthew series on the Beatitudes.  Jesus ex-

horts us to be intentional with our relationships with God, as well as with each other.  

His call for us to have integrity with our words and actions in regards to our relation-

ships his primary.  Jesus didnõt come to abolish the law but to flesh it out for us. 

 

   On the third Sunday, it is Mardi Gras time!  Join us at either the 9:45 or 11:15 service 

as we listen to a brass band, move our feet, and sing with the Saints  to march.  Make 

sure you don green, purple or gold apparel for the morning.  Beads add a nice touch!  

The Bucket List is encouraging people to wear hats for this celebrative service.  Jesus 

said, The Kingdom of God is a party .  Come celebrate with us.  

 

   We will move into Lent with a series on the last words of Jesus.  Come deal with con-

temporary issues as we hear the ancient story.  

 

MARKERS 

   On January 8, we celebrated the baptism of Emmett Ayers.  Emmett is the son of 

Brad and Ashley Ayers.  The proud grandparents are Betty and Jim Mitchell.   

 

   A Service of Celebration was held for Bill Smith on January 14.  He was loved by 

many.  

 

STAFF RETREAT 

   A staff retreat will be held on Saturday, February 4.  While all the staff enjoy getting 

together, this team building event involves those which lead ministries or areas.  The 

nine will spend the day at the Williamsõ home, with Marilyn Wright as the facilitator. 

 

AUDIO VISUAL TRAINING  

   Join Dale and Sharon Ingle for sound booth training on Wednesday, February 15 at 

7:00 pm at the church.  A number of you signed up with our Passion and Talents sur-

vey as this is a possible ministry area for you!  Whether you indicated it on the survey 

or not, join us for training if this sparks an interest.  

 

2011 YEAR END REPORTS  

   The following report is a snapshot of the numbers.  For a complete report contact a 

member of Finance or Ministry Council  

 

2011  Offering through December 31   $258,603  

2011  Total income, including offering   $323,117  

2011  December giving     $  32,568  

2011  Total expense through Dec. 31   $327,117  

2011  Apportionments paid (5 1/3 months)   $  23,287  

 

   With five Sundays this month, the January numbers 

were not ready for the publishing of the newsletter. 

We will get the numbers to you, plus information on 

projected giving as soon as possible after the 31.   

 

   Peace,  

   Alecia   

  

 

SUNDAY AM  

 SERVICES 
 

 

8:00   Traditional  

8:45   Childrenõs Choir 

9:00   Sunday School  

9:45   Contemporary  

11:15 Contemplative  

11:30 Childrenõs Church 

 

2012  

 

Nomination  

Meeting  

 

Sunday,  

February 12  

6:00 pm  

 

Pastorõs Study 
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EPIC (Engaging People In Christ)  

 

      February brings a busy month here for us in EPIC youth group. First of all is our 

annual ski trip. This year we are trying something different and going to Chestnut 

Mountain Resort for an overnight ski trip. The youth wanted to try somewhere different 

this time along with skiing overnight, so we are giving it a shot. I am looking forward to 

this trip with anticipation and a bit of nervousness as we try skiing in the middle of the 

night. Thankfully, we have a great amount of chaperons going on the trip, which always 

makes the trip more successful. Pray that we have a great time together and fun and 

safety on the slopes.  

  

    Also this month we are helping with the Valentineõs Dinner Fundraiser. Sharon Ingle and her fam-

ily are making wonderful, amazing meals that the youth will help serve on Saturday, February 11 with 

two different seatings available. We will have a 5:00 pm and a 7:00 pm timeslot where you can come and 

fellowship with others from our church, eat some amazing dishes, and be waited on by our own youth 

group. The money that is raised will be divided with half the money going to towards the purchase of a 

new dishwasher for the church and the other half will go towards our mission trips this summer. If you 

have any questions or would like to sign up please contact either Sharon Ingle or me. Sharon has sign up 

sheets at the Heavenly Sweets table each Sunday, you donõt want to miss out. Thank you in advance for 

all of your support.  

  

    During the next few weeks during youth group time, we are discussing some great topics. The 

youth before Christmas gave us a list of topics that they wanted to talk about and how they fit with what 

God is telling us in the Bible. The discussions have been wonderful and the youth have really participated 

well. Itõs fun to watch them really dive into the discussions and to also dig into Godõs word to see what 

we are taught on how to live. Although challenging, it has been rewarding as well, truly God is working 

in the lives of our youth and we are blessed to watch them grow.  

  

    Lastly, I would like to thank each of you for your amazing support of our youth group. I have 

heard from many different people about how much our youth ministry means to them and their family. 

Without your continued support, we could not accomplish all that God has called us to do. It is amazing 

to see God work just because we are willing to be the hands and feet of Jesus and serve where we are 

called to. Thank you again for all that you do in any capacity, 

because the generation of today is here and helping them 

find God truly does make a difference.  

In Christ,  

Josh Rath 

Director of Family Ministries  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EPIC Schedule  

Februaryñ5 NO EPICñ Super Bowl  

Februaryñ10 -11 EPIC Ski Trip  

Februaryñ11 Valentineõs Dinner  

    Fundraiser  

Februaryñ12 NO EPIC 

Februaryñ19 EPIC 

Februaryñ26 EPIC 



Page 3 

 Sunday School News  

 

    Sunday School is off to  a great start in 2012!  Students  have been studying many of the parables 

used in Jesus' ministry.  The Prodigal Son, and the story of the Good Samaritan  both had some terrific 

modern day tie ins as we discovered that  God always forgives us; and the importance of 

treating others as we want to be treated.  

    Our  service project for the month of January was collecting hats and mittens for 

children in North Liberty that do not have winter gear. Donations are still being accepted 

for this need. Thanks to our 4 -6th graders for  their work on our monthly service projects.  

   Children's Choir begins at 8:45 am each Sunday, with Sunday School starting at 

9:00 am. Both groups sing at the 9:45 service on the third Sunday of the month.  Children ages 3 

and  up are welcome to join us at any time.  Registration materials are available at the check in desk on 

Sunday mornings or through the church office.  

  

* Sunday School needs subs! If you are available to help out in any of the classrooms as an occasional 

sub - please contact Dani Gryp or Mandy Moellering.  

* Watch for more information on our upcoming Easter drama.   

Is the glass half full or half empty?  

 

 Take a look at the glass of milk on the sign in front of the church.  It shows the progress of rais-

ing funds for the new North Liberty Community Pantry building.  Come and hear more exciting news 

about this ministry at services on February 26.  

 

SPACEñMore people can be served at a time, eliminating lines of people waiting outside.  

 

PRIVACYñOffice space makes confidential meetings possible.  

 

RUNNING WATERñSinks provide a place to clean food and hands.  Toilets will be a convenience or vol-

unteers and families.  

 

BULK PROCESSINGñAn area to store bulk amounts of food and repackage it will allow better manage-

ment of inventory and better use of funds.  

 

TRACHING SPACEñMore education programs can happen when we have more space available.  

 

OFFICEñThe Executive Director can be on -site, making services more consistent and providing volun-

teers with more support.  

 

477 families were served in 2011 in 5679 visits to the pantry.  161,658 pounds 

of food and toiletries and more than 8000 pieces of clothing were distributed.  

More than 100 people provided 5000 hours of volunteer time.  

 

Our Mission:  To engage our community in feeding and clothing our neighbors.  

 

We believe everyone has the right to not be hungry and every deserves dignity 

and respect.  You can help.  Make a donation to the North Liberty Community 

Pantry.   
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COME TO THE NEXT SPIRIT SERVICE   

    

   The next Spirit Service is Wednesday, February 8, at 7:00 p.m.  Scripture 

tells us much about the role of the Holy Spirit, but he is the part of the Trinity 

who often leaves us confused.  If he is supposed to be so important in our 

lives, why do we know so little about him?  If he is to bring us love and joy 

and peace, why do so many of us feel unloved, lonely and afraid?  At the Spirit 

Service, we worship and learn more about what God has to offer us through 

His Spirit.  The service consists of singing, scripture, prayer and time for per-

sonal prayer and meditation.  If desired, people have the option to receive 

prayer from the group, or individual private prayer after the service will be of-

fered.  Come join us on this spiritual journey!  

OUTREACH MINISTRY  

 

Welcoming the Foreigner  

  Where do we as Christians stand on immigration issues?   Consider what the Bible says:  

 "When foreigners reside among you in your land, do not mistreat them.   The foreigners residing 

among you must be treated as your native -born. Love them as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt. 

I am the LORD your God."  Leviticus 19:33 -34  

  Consider what the UMC Book of Resolutions says:  

 The United Methodist Church affirms the worth, dignity and inherent value and rights of every per-

son regardless of their nationality or legal status. United Methodist churches throughout the United 

States are urged to build bridges with immigrants in their local communities, to learn from them, cele-

brate their presence in the United States and recognize and appreciate the contributions in all areas of 

life that immigrants bring.  

  Do you agree?   Do you disagree?   Do you want a chance to share your ideas and questions?   Do 

you want to know more about what the current laws say and what is going on?   Join us during Lent as we 

explore immigration with a 4 -week study of immigration from a Christian perspective.   To sign up con-

tact Judy McRoberts at judy.mcroberts@gmail.com  or 319 -430 -9881.  Class time will be determined by 

the group.  

 

Judy McRoberts 
Outreach Ministry  

mailto:judy.mcroberts@gmail.com


Pantry Happenings  

 

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner  

   The annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner was held Sunday, January 15, 

2012, from 5:30 -7:00 pm, at the church.  There was a great turnout for a won-

derful evening of fun, food and fellowship.  Awards were given to youth volun-

teers and to those who have volunteered for 50 (16 people) and 100 (9 people) 

hours of service.  Gary Lant and Loretta Myers were recognized for 500 volunteer hours, and Judy 

McRoberts was given a special award for 1000 recorded  hours of service.  We all know this is just a 

smattering of the time Judy has given to the Pantry, but it was terrific to see her recognized and to see 

her in her special apron with her name and number of hours across the front.  Lucy Landon and 

Marilyn Anderson were given the Founders Award.  What a marvelous group of volunteers we have!  

 

Building Fundraising Update  

More than $140,000 has been donated toward the building project, which brings us more than halfway 

to the $250,000 goal.  One of the most recent donations was a grant of $3,000 from the Community 

Foundation of Johnson County.  We're thankful for every donation and for being in such a generous 

and giving community.  

 

Pantry Donation Web Page  

People can donate both to the Pantry and to the new building online using major credit cards as well as 

Pay Pal.  Look for the big red button on our Home Page -- and try it!!  

 

Food Donations  

Thank you to everyone who donated to the South Slope Food Drive.  They donated 72 lbs. of food to 

the Pantry just before Christmas. The Pantry saw an outpouring of community support during the holi-

day season.  Thank you for all the support!  

 

Radio Personalities  

Listen to Tina Dubois and Marty Rosenberg discuss the Pantry with Jay Capron once a month on KXIC 

800AM.  They will update the community on Pantry happenings during the morning "Your Town" seg-

ment from 8:15 -8:45 am.  Tune in!  

 

Save the Date  

The next golf fundraiser is scheduled for Saturday, May 19.  This is a great family event, with mini golf 

also available.  More information will follow as the time gets closer.  

 

There are so many opportunities available to serve your community as a Pantry volunteer.  There are 

jobs for all abilities, interests and time committments.  For more information about the Pantry, check 

our website (http://www.northlibertycommunitypantry.org), our facebook page (www.facebook.com/

NorthLibertyCommunityPantry), or contact Tina at (319)626 -2711 or at nlpantry@gmail.com to find out 

about the next new volunteer orientation.  
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A Special Thank You  

 

   The Bill Smith family would like to thank all that have supported us during Billõs life 

and after.  Thank you to everyone who contributed to a very special celebration of Billõs 

life.  Thanks to all of you.  Like Bill said a few years ago, òThere are a lot of nice people 

in our church.ó  We can never thank all of you enough for all you have done.  Thanks for 

being Godõs hand.   

 

Darlene Smith and the Smith family  
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MUSIC 

  

MARDI GRAS !!!!  Put on your purple, green and gold and come celebrate Mardi Gras Sunday on Febru-

ary 19.  A special Jazz/Dixieland group will be providing music for the 9:45 and 11:15 am services.  Be 

prepared to dance in the conga line at the end of each service!  Acabella will be playing a special selec-

tion, òDown By The Riversideó at all three services and the Childrenõs Choir will be singing at the 9:45 

service.  Itõs a time to have our own special celebration we enter the season of Lent.  Mark your calen-

dars and find your beads!  

 

CHILDRENõS CHOIRñwill be singing in the 9:45 am services on Mardi Gras Sunday, February 19.  We 

rehearse each Sunday morning at 8:45 ñ9:00 to prepare for singing in service.  Future dates for singing 

are: Sunday, March 18; Sunday, April 22; and Sunday, May 20.  Please mark your calendars!  

 

GRACE NOTESñWill be singing at the 8:00 am service on Sunday, 

February 4.  They will be singing, òRiver In Judeaó and òSing A Jubi-

lant Song.ó 

 

ACABELLAñ Will be playing òDown By The Riversideó at all three 

services on Mardi Gras Sunday, February 19.   

WORSHIP TEAM 

 

  Worship Team will meet on Tuesday, February 7, 

at 7:00 pm in the Library.  We will also meet on 

Saturday, February 18, at 9:00 am to set up for 

Mardi Gras and Sunday, February 19, at 12:30 pm 

to set up for Lent.  

Rememberéé 

If school is cancelled due to the  

weather, Creation Kids and the  

Church office will also be closed.  

If there is only a delay,  

Creation Kids and the Church  

office will be open.  

New Quilting Group Started  

 

 January 18 was the first meeting of the new 

quilting group.  Their first goal is to make quilts for 

the EPIC group to take on the Mission Trip.   

    

 The group meets every Wednesday ñstarting 

February 1, they will meet at 6:00 pm in the library, 

then on February 8, they will meet at 1:00 pm in 

the Sanctuary (or where ever we can find space for 

them).  Each week following will rotate between 

evening and afternoon.  Check the newsletter or 

Companion News to see when they are meeting.  

 

 One quilt is done, another  

one is almost done and the tops 

for two more have been cut and are 

ready to sew.  If you are a quilter or 

would like to learn how to quilt, 

come and enjoy making these 

quilts.   

Welcome Committee  

 

 The newly formed Welcome Committee will 

be meeting at 9:10 am on Sunday mornings in the 

Sanctuary.  Please plan to attend.  
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         Creation Kids  News  

 

January was a great month!  The Preschoolers were very busy learn-

ing about winter, polar bears and penguins, opposites, five senses, 

space, cooking and baking.  They took a field trip to the National 

Dance Academy and learned a lot of different dance moves and ex-

ercises.  They were all a little tired when they got back and took good naps that afternoon!  We are 

happy to have snow but just need it a little warmer to play in it everyday.  We were able to make it 

out a few times though and the kids loved it!  

 

The school agers have been keeping busy playing and doing their homework after school.  

They have been able to get outside a few times too.  The children in Chime Bars are continuing to 

practice.  They are learning new songs and have split into two smaller groups to allow the children to 

learn more and have more play time.   

 

As we move into February we will be celebrating Valentineõs Day! The 

Preschoolers and School Agers will be celebrating Valentineõs Day with 

parties.  They will enjoy games, crafts and yummy treats!  The Preschool-

ersõ party will be on February 14 from 9:00-11:00 am. and the School 

Agersõ party will be February 14 from 3:30-5:00 pm.  

   

The Preschoolers will also be learning about Groundhogõs Day, science, under 

the sea, and transportation.  The field trip this month will be to the Playstation in Ce-

dar Rapids.  They love going there and it is always a good time!  The School Agers will 

hopefully get some outside time and keep busy with some fun crafts!  They really en-

joy making crafts, it is a great for them to unwind and do after a long day at school.  

 

 As we continue into the next few months we will start to look at enrollment for the summer 

and fall.  We have already started preparing and planning for Camp Creation Nation.  Our goal is to 

make it even more fun than last summer and add a few new field trips and themes to the schedule.  If 

interested in our summer camp please call or stop in to inquire.  We look forward to another great 

month filled with lots of activities and fun!  

 

    ASH WEDNESDAY 

 

 Ash Wednesday, which is on February 22, will feature a time of quiet contemplation through 

use of the labyrinth and special area of prayer.  You are invited to use the labyrinth and library area to 

contemplate specific scripture, pray, and be in a time of peace.  The 

sanctuary/library will be available from 12 ñ3:00 pm and again from 

5:00 ñ7:30 pm.  Take time to breathe as we enter the season of Lenté

stop by and try the labyrinth and prayer area.  

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK????  

 

 Through -out the month of February, we will be making a short survey available to all attendees 

at our church.  Worship Team is looking into the viability of launching a Saturday night service.  We 

need your input/feedback.  The survey will be available on Sunday mornings to fill out by hand OR 

online, via the church website.  Please take 5 minutes to answer the seven questions and assist in our 

decision -making process!  Thank you!!!  


