
North Liberty, Iowa  

NEWS FROM PASTOR ALECIAõS STUDYé 

    

THE LENTEN JOURNEY  

 

   òSome of us simply travel the season of Lent by carefully stepping 

over it from one Sunday to the next, gathering up curious pieces of 

scripture along the way, and making a final festive leap straight from 

Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday, bypassing Holy Weekõs difficult and 

tragic turns,ó writes Pamela Dawkins in The Awkward Season.   Through-

out March we will explore Lenten themes of reflection, servant hood and 

Jesusõ journey to the cross.   

 

   The Sunday themes are:  

 March 7  Lord, Liar or Lunatic?  

 March 14  Bloody Prayer  

 March 21  Dirty Towel  

 March 28  Staggering Sacrifice.  

 

   Donõt step over Lent on your way to Easter.  The darkness of the sea-

son is part of the journey.  

 

STUDY LEAVE 

 

   Pastor Alecia is on study leave February 22 through March 5.  She is 

finishing her class on United Methodist Doctrine.  She will be engaging 

John Wesleyõs sermons, reading theology books and writing 80+ pages.  

She will be in the pulpit February 28.  

 

FUN NIGHT AT CHURCH  

 

   OK, the Olympics are over and itõs time to get out of that comfy re-

cliner and start moving your arms, legs and body!  Come join others at 

the church on Saturday, March 6 from 7:00 ñ9:00 pm for Family Wii 

Games and Board Games Night!  Try your hand at Wii tennis, bowling or 

golf.  Or maybe you are a Cooking Mama!  

    

   Bring your favorite board games like Clue, Monopoly, checkers or 

chess.  How about a game of cards ñSpades or Hearts anyone?   

 

   If you would like to bring some snacks or treats to share, bring them, 

too!  If anyone can bring their Wii console game and/or TV to the church 

for this, please contact Sharon Doak at 626 -6834 or 

skdoak@yahoo.com.   

 

   Wii will have fun.  

     Peace,  

     Alecia  

 

SUNDAY AM  

 SERVICES 
 

 

8:00   Traditional  

8:45   Sunday School  

9:45   Contemporary  

11:15 Contemplative  
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EPIC (Engaging People In Christ)  
 

    EPIC is springing into March in full swingéjust wish the weather would follow suit! We had a fantastic 

February and there is much in store for March!   With half of our amazing EPIC volunteer team gone on a 

cruise (jealous!) the first weekend of February, we had an off week.  On Sunday, February 14 (Valentineõs 

Day) EPIC hit Colonial Lanes for a bowling and mini -golf trip.  It was super fun and a great time to spend 

in fellowship with one another.  

 

   On February 21, Josh Rath came as a guest speaker.  Josh is a candidate for a full time EPIC Youth Di-

rector here, and we would be blessed to have him come!  Josh led us in exciting games of dodge ball and 

ping -pong baseball, followed by an amazing discussion about trust ð who do we trust?  Why do we trust?  

Who should we trust?  How does God call us to trust?  Josh leaned on the Bible verse of Proverbs 3:5: 

òTrust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.ó  It was a blessed night! 

 

   The final Sunday in February was devoted to a discussion on relationships and datingémixing discus-

sion with some testimonials.  It was a challenging and meaningful evening.  With mixed messages 

thrown at us each day, where do we go with relationships?  What does society expect?  What does our 

family expect?  What does God expect?  Who can we talk to about these serious decisions when we need 

answers?  It was a night not to be missed.  

 

   EPIC had the opportunity to discuss this summerõs annual Mission Trip this monthéand we are excited 

to announce that we will be traveling to Coshocton, Ohio on June 12 ñ20 through Group Work-

camps .  Coshocton is a central Ohio town of about 11,500 people, that has experienced a loss of local 

industry to the global economy.   Many Coshocton residents, who thought they had a "forever job," now 

find themselves struggling to make ends meet.   We have an opportunity to bring Jesus into their lives, 

show them the way and engage them in Christ!  We will, of course, need our congregationõs support as 

we prepare to bring our youth on an adventure in Christ that will change their liveséso stay tuned for 

ways you can help us make this trip happen for everyone whoõs called to go!  If you would like to sign 

up as a youth member on this trip, please contact me (Renee) by March 7.   We have reserved 30 

slotséso get your reservation in!  If you are interested in signing up as an adult volunteer for this trip, 

let me know and I can give you more information.  

 

   EPIC is collaborating with various church members to pull together a tutoring and homework help pro-

gram that will happen prior to EPIC on Sunday nights from 5:00 ñ6:00pm.  If you are interested in 

helping to get this tutoring challenge off the ground, please contact Sue Meade at 319 -530 -0130 or 

by email at sue@meadenet.com.   This is a GREAT opportunity to help our youthéthink about it! 

 

   One of the biggest challenges EPIC faces is to have enough adult volunteers to make things run as 

smoothly as possible for our youth.  We are always in need of adult volunteers who enjoy learning from 

youth and sharing in Godõs love and blessings. We would ask that you commit to at least one month of 

EPIC meetings on Sunday nights from 6:00 ñ8:00 pm. Bonus: our EPIC youth are AMAZING!!!! Any tak-

ers?!  If so, please contact me with my information below.  

 

   There will be NO EPIC Sunday School or EPIC Youth Group on Sunday, March 14  due to Spring 

Break.  Check out our schedule on page 3 for regular EPIC meeting times and a list of upcoming events 

beyond Marché  Remember, outfly events may be added as we go, so stay tuned! 

 

   As always, your continued prayers and support as a congregation are necessary and appreciated - you 

have SO MUCH to be proud of with these AMAZING youth!  

 

Renee Person, Youth Coordinator  

319 -631 -8394  

reneejperson@gmail.com  

via Face book  
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 Sunday School News  

 

REMINDERS: 

¶ March service project is raising funds for the CROPwalk.  

¶ Please have the kids check in at the registration table every week so we can have an accurate 

record of attendance.  

¶ We are in need of volunteers to help out with Sunday school on March 14 from Kindergarten 

through 4th grades, as we will be short several teachers that day.  You donõt have to prepare 

a lesson, just be there to help.  Contact Dani or Tracy if you are available.  

¶ We need someone to take over Rochelle Claude -Luxõs position in the Sunday school program.  

Rochelle has done a wonderful job of keeping track of attendance and organizing our service 

projects, among other things, for the past few years.  If you have computer skills and could 

lend your talent, please contact Tracy or Dani.  

 

If anyone is interested in doing a special project or activity on Easter Sunday during Sunday 

school, please contact Tracy Lamp at talamp@southslope.net or Dani Gryp at jand-

dgryp@southslope.net or the church office.  

 

HAPPY SPRING!!! 

   EPIC SCHEDULE 

 

   EPIC Sunday school meets Sunday mornings from 9:00 ñ9:45 am. Junior High meets in the 

Youth Room and Senior High meets at Corridor Coffee (be at the church at 8:55 am to catch 

a ride!!).  

 

Sunday, March 7  

-         Sunday School 9:00 ñ9:45am  

-         EPIC 6:00ñ8:00pm ð Mission Trip Sign -Up Due (preferred!)  

Sunday, March 14  

-         NO EPIC Sunday School  

-        NO EPIC Youth Group  

Sunday, March 21  

-         Sunday School 9:00 ñ9:45am  

-         EPIC 6:00ñ8:00pm  

Sunday, March 28  

-         Sunday School 9:00 ñ9:45am -          

  EPIC 6:00ñ8:00pm  

 

Bring friends - have fun - follow Christ - be there!!  

 

Upcoming Events:  

Friday, April 2 ñEPIC led Good Friday Service  

Saturday, June 12 ñSunday, June 20 ñMission Trip to Coshocton, Ohio  
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COME TO THE NEXT  

SPIRIT SERVICE  

    

   The next Spirit Service is Wednesday,  

March 10, at 7:00 pm.  We continue to explore 

the role and the work of the Holy Spirit in our 

personal lives and in our church.  If the Spirit is 

to teach and help us to understand that teach-

ing, to guide us and to help us pray, how does 

that happen?  There will be discussion and time 

of quiet for personal prayer.  At the conclusion 

of the service there will be opportunity for indi-

vidual prayer.  Come join us as we learn about 

life in the Spirit.  

ON THE JOURNEYé  

PASTORõS BLOG 

 

   New to the website is Pastor Aleciaõs blog, On 

the Journey .  Every Monday morning she will 

write a new blog, primarily dealing with the 

previous dayõs sermon, although she may wan-

der into other areas as well.   If you are new to 

blogging, you may simply read what is written 

or comment on what was said.   The blog is lo-

cated on the church web -site: 

www.nlmethodist.org .  If you scroll to the bot-

tom of your screen, you will find the link to the 

blog.   Happy blogging!  

 

Meeting Thursday,  

March 18  

1:30 pm  

Rita Jensenõs Home 

    

The monthly meeting of the UMW was held on 

Thursday, February 18 at the home of Ila John-

son.   

   The business meeting was opened by Presi-

dent, Rita Jensen, followed by the group read-

ing of the UMW purpose.  Lucy Landon pre-

sented the Response Moment.  Secretary, Ila 

Johnson, read the minutes of the November 

2009 meeting.  Treasurer, Sigrid Oertel, re-

ported income form the auction of $241 plus 

$100 memorial money and expenses of $22 

paid to Lucy plus $250 given to the Family Re-

source Center, leaving a balance of $118.54.  

The report was approved.  It was also reported 

that Darlene Smith had audited the books.  

   A copy of the 2010 program was distributed.  

It was noted that the 2010 General Assembly 

will be held at the America Center in St. Louis 

on April 30 to May 2.  Peg Colony reported 

that the Reading Program book, òWho Stole my 

Church,ó has been purchased for our library.  

Plans were discussed about the World Day of 

Prayer, which will be held at our church on 

March 5, with registration starting at 9:15 am.  

Eight of our members will be needed to help 

with the program.  

   Sigrid then presented the pledge program 

during which 2010 pledge cards were given 

along with a copy of òGifts of the Spirit,ó for 

individual consideration.  The 2010 budget 

was presented and after some changes, Rita 

made a motion that the $928 amount be ap-

proved.  Motion carried.  

   Laurene Kincaid will present the Easter pro-

gram at the March 18 meeting, which will be 

held at the home of Rita Jensen, 55 East Zeller 

St. in North Liberty at 1:30 pm.  

   All women are invited to attend.  

http://www.nlmethodist.org/
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Creation Kids New  

    

   February was a great month for us!  The Preschoolers enjoyed learning 

about Groundhog Day, trains, frogs and much more!  They also learned 

about Valentineõs Day and celebrated with a party.  We all had a great time 

passing out Valentineõs to our friends, playing games and enjoying some 

sweet treats!   

 

   The Preschoolers were able to take two field trips in February.  They went ice skating and to 

the Puppet Theatre.  They had a great time and we had several parents join us and help out.  

  

   In February, we enjoyed our first visit with Pastor Alecia.  She taught us about saying nice 

words and how, when we say mean words, we canõt take them back.  We sang songs and pa-

raded through the church!  It was a lot of fun!  

   

   The School Agers had a great Valentineõs Party as well!  They got to en-

joy a movie and some delicious treats!  

 

   As we look into March, it looks to be a very busy month!  The Preschoolers will be 

learning about weather, Dr. Seuss, St. Patrickõs Day, the zoo, spiders and Easter.  

With these themes, there will be a lot of celebration.  We will start things off with  

Dr. Seussõ Birthday party!  Also during our Dr. Seuss week, we will have parents come 

in and read some of his books.  The children love this!  

  

   During our weather theme we will have a very special guest, Justin Roberts from 

Channel 2 News!  He will be coming in to teach the children all about weather.   

 

   St. Patrickõs Day we will be celebrating with a party!  The children have 

fun this week and for some reason that sneaky little Leprechaun always stops by to 

visit!   

 

   The Preschoolers will also be learning the story of òThe Woman at the Welló and 

òZacchaeus in a Treeó as well as many more bible stories.  We also look forward to an-

other visit from Pastor Alecia!  

  

   The School Agers are looking forward to Spring Break!  During that week here we 

will be taking them on a couple of field trips.  For one of their field trips, they will 

get to go to the St. Patrickõs Day Parade in Cedar Rapids.  We always have a good 

time there!  Also during that week they will play games, play outside and make lots 

of crafts.  

 

   Rounding out our month, we will be doing free hearing tests and vision screenings through the 

University of Iowa.  Lifetouch Portraits will also be coming out to take individual and group pic-

tures of the children.   

 

   Camp Creation Nation enrollment for children currently enrolled in our program will be on 

March 29 from 3:00 ñ6:00 pm.  For any previous enrolled children enrollment will be on  

March 31 from 3:00 ñ6:00 pm.  
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WILDERNESS WALKERS 

 

   Wilderness Walkers will meet 

at the North Liberty Rec Center 

to walk on the track at 1:30 

pm each Sunday in March.  

   Call Jan Calvert at 626 -3177 

or Peggy Jedlicka at 626 -2848 

for more information.  Hope you can join 

this self -paced group.   

   NEW CHURCH COOKBOOK  

 

   A committee has been formed to make decisions in order to publish a new cookbook with 

current recipes from our congregation.   The last cookbook from our church was published in 

1989.   In order for this to be a success we will need help from all of our members.    

    

   After March 1, recipe collection sheets will be available for each of you to submit your reci-

pes for the cookbook.   The type of recipes that you might want to consider to submit would 

be your familyõs favorites, tried and true recipes, traditional family recipes, childrenõs foods, 

heritage recipes that may have been published in the our two prior cookbooks, ethnic foods, 

recipes to serve large quantities such as for funerals, and any other recipes that no cookbook 

should be without.   Our goal is have the cookbooks available for Christmas giving.   Please be 

sure to pick up as many recipes sheets as youõll need and return them to the stew pot outside 

the church office as soon as possible.  

 

   If you have questions, please contact one of the members of the committee:  Peggy Jedlikañ

626 -2848; Sharon Doak ñ626 -6834; Peggy Tillman ñ389 -9133 or Cynthia Bunten ñ330 -5614.  

Prayer Shawls and Tie Blankets  

 

   So far this year, we have given out 32 prayer 

shawls and/or tie blankets.  What a great be-

ginning to the new year.    

   Each one is different 

and made with love.  

Thanks to everyone who 

has donated their time 

and efforts to this won-

derful ministry.  

   If you are interested in 

doing a prayer shawl or 

tie blanket, contact Bev Byram -Howe in the 

church office ñyou can use any pattern or 

yarn for these.  So, keep the needles and 

hooks going so we have a good supply.  



Pantry Happenings  

 

Community support ñThe Pantry recently received support from a variety of 

community organizations and businesses.  A $750 grant from the Johnson 

County Community Foundation of North Liberty and a $1000 grant from the 

Iowa Scottish Rite Masonic Foundation were received.  The Old Capital Kiwanis 

donated $300 to the Pantry.  

 

   Redõs Alehouse held a matching fundraiser. They matched the $354 their customers donated, 

and the Pantry received a check for $708 dollars.  

 

   Two food drives were conducted in February, one by US Bank in North Liberty.  Bakeris Chiro-

practic in Coralville held their third annual food drive, which has raised quite a bit of food and 

funds in past years. They provide some free or reduced -price chiropractic services for people 

who bring in food, and a Licensed Massage Therapist, Melissa Ertle, offers one -hour massages 

at greatly reduced prices  

 

   Our community continues to support the Pantry through donations of food, money, and par-

ticipation in Pantry activities.  Please join us in thanking the community and these local organi-

zations and businesses for their support.  

 

Volunteer opportunities ñThere are always volunteer opportunities available at the Pantry, 

some with flexible times and some with fixed times.  The Pantry is open Tuesday, Thursday and 

Saturday mornings and Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, and people are needed to work in 

the Pantry at those times.  There are also a variety of jobs to be done outside of the Pantry's 

open hours.  One way to deepen our relationship with God during this Lenten season is by serv-

ing our neighbors.  Come join us in the joy of service.  
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A NOTE FROM FINANCE  

 

   This past year was filled with uncertainty, fear, 

doubt and job loss for many within and outside our 

church community.  There were times, when as a 

church, we didnõt know if we would have the funds 

available to meet our obligations.  

    

   What joy we have to know that our faith in God is 

justified.  We look forward to this coming year and 

the opportunity we are all being given to support 

the vision of our church.  

Jon M Grindle 
Finance Chair  

World Day of Prayer  

 

   The United Methodist Women will be host-

ing World Day of Prayer here on March 5 

with registration starting at 9:15 am and 

program starting at 10:00 am.  The program 

this year is, òLet everything that has breath 

praise God.ó  Please plan to attend. 

Lamplighters  

 

   The next meeting of the 

Lamplighters fellowship group 

will be on Saturday, March 20 

at 5:30 pm at the new Casa 

Tequila in North Liberty.   This 

fellowship time is open to all 

adults who enjoy eating and 

visiting.   

      

   Please RSVP to Peggy 

Jedlicka at 626 -2848 by  

March 13.  


